208. CABLE TO G. K. GOKHALE1

DURBAN,

December 23, 1913

SERVANTS OF INDIA, SOCIETY
POONA

WE NEVER WENT PRETORIA SEE MINISTERS STOP UNLESS
PROMPTEST AGITATION INDIAN SUPPORTING OUR DEMANDS
GOVERNMENT ACCEDING UNLIKELY STOP VICEROY MISAPPRE-
HENDS SITUATION STOP INSPIRED TELEGRAM2 PUBLISHED TO-
DAY SAYS COMMISSION NOT APPOINTED CONCILIATE LOCAL
INDIANS; BUT ONLY IMPERIAL INDIAN GOVERNMENTS. THAT
AGITATION FICTITIOUS CARRIED ON AT DICTATION EXTREMISTS
INDIA PURPOSE EMBARRASSING INDIAN GOVERNMENT STOP
GREAT EFFORTS BEING MADE BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT DIS-
CREDIT AGITATION WHICH IS ASSUMING ALMOST UNCON-
TROLLABLE PROPORTIONS. MY FIRM CONVICTION THAT MASS
PEOPLE SO INDIGNANT THAT IF ATTEMPT WERE MADE
ASK THEM ACCEPT PRESENT COMMISSION, THEY WOULD KILL
LEADERS. STRONG PROTESTS WERE LODGED WITH GOVERNMENT
FROM MOST CENTRES BEFORE OUR DISCHARGE AND MANY
DEMANDED NOT ADDITION BUT SUBSTITUTION ESSELEN WYLEE, IT
REQUIRED CONSIDERABLE TACT CALMNESS INDUCE PEOPLE ACCEPT
Eff^RK WYLIE EVEN IF OUR NOMINEES APPOINTED, ESSENCE
STRUGGLE RECOGNITION RIGHT CONSULTATION VITAL MATTERS.
IF RIGiTT WAIVED AT THIS CRITICAL STAGE, PASSIVE RESIS-
TANCE DIES* KSSKT.KN SPOKE MEYLER MEMBER ASSEMBLY
PRIVATELY RECENTLY MOST OFFENSIVELY AGAINST INDIANS.

1 This was sent in reply to two cables from Gokhak: The first, received
at 9 A.M., read; "Powerful attempts here separate Vkeroy From us. These
greatly assisted by Renter's partisan cables. Cannot counteract unless you reply
promptly.   Oahle urgent some length your objection Essekn Wylie mention-
ing specific instances anti-Indian conduct" The second, which reached Durban
tw?o hours later, said: **Your last evening's cable just received.   Renter reported
you had proceeded Pretoria see Ministers. Gable what happened. Gable also
ttttot probability Gavermnent conceding demands Sunday meeting. Viceroy
fads strongly inquiry secured after great efforts.  Desirable satisfy him your
reasons  boycotting  good.   Cable therdbre urgent objections   Essden  Wylie.
Mast issue statement today* Country anxiously waiting."

2  Fi* the following item.